
worked, and a student performing that day had 20 reeds with 
KHU�DQG�VDLG�VKH�DOVR�FRXOGQşW�ǊQG�D�JRRG�RQH�

How can they live and play like this? Reed adjustment 
WDNHV�MXVW�ǊYH�PLQXWHV�ZKHQ�\RX�JHW�JRRG�DW�LW�DQG�WKH�
seasoning process takes just 30 seconds a day for a seven-
GD\�EUHDN�LQ�SHULRG�

All my students, of any age, who have been learning for 
WZR�\HDUV�DUH�SURǊFLHQW�DW�UHHG�DGMXVWLQJ��:KHQ�SXUFKDVLQJ�
reed-adjusting equipment locally, my pre-teen advanced 
students are frequently told, ‘You must be studying with 
&KXFN�ş�-XPS�LQ��IRONV�Ŝ�WKH�ZDWHU�LV�ǊQH�

One of the things we are doing when we season our 
reeds is to ensure that they can maintain a more consistent 
KXPLGLW\��3URSHU�UHHG�VWRUDJH�LV�DOVR�FULWLFDO�
/HWşV�H[DPLQH�WKHVH�HQYLURQPHQWV��WURSLFV�YV�GHVHUWV�

YV�FROG�FOLPDWHV�YV�KLJK�HOHYDWLRQ��,W�DOO�FRPHV�GRZQ�WR�
KXPLGLW\��7URSLFV�DUH�KXPLG��GHVHUWV�DUH�GU\��&ROG�FOLPDWHV�
FDQ�DOVR�EH�KXPLG��9DQFRXYHU�FDQ�EH�KXPLG�LQ�'HFHPEHU�LI�LW�
rains and the temperature stays above zero degrees Celsius, 
but the humidity plummets when the temperature goes 
EHORZ�IUHH]LQJ��

However, unless you are playing outside, climate does 
QRW�GLUHFWO\�DǉHFW�\RXU�UHHGV��WKH�DLU�FRQGLWLRQLQJ�LQ�\RXU�
HQYLURQPHQW�DǉHFWV�WKHP�PXFK�PRUH��,Q�FROG�ZHDWKHU��ZKHQ�
\RXU�KHDWLQJ�VRXUFH�GRHV�QRW�KDYH�D�KXPLGLǊHU��WKH�KXPLGLW\�
FDQ�EH�YHU\�ORZ�LQGHHG��DV�ORZ�DV�����
,�ZDV�RQFH�UHFRUGLQJ�LQ�/DV�9HJDV�LQ�)HEUXDU\��,W�ZDV�IDLUO\�

FROG�DQG�LWşV�D�YHU\�GU\�HQYLURQPHQW�LQ�WKH�ǊUVW�SODFH��1RQH�RI�
P\�UHHGV�ZRUNHG��7KH\�ZHUH�DOO�GU\�DV�D�ERQH��:H�FRXOG�KDYH�
EHHQ�MXVW�DV�EDGO\�Rǉ�LQ�WKH�VXPPHU�ZLWK�DLU�FRQGLWLRQLQJ��
ZKLFK�FDQ�DOVR�FUHDWH�D�ORZ�KXPLGLW\�HQYLURQPHQW��0DQ\�
air-conditioning systems are built with a dehumidifying 
IXQFWLRQ��KHQFH�WKH\�WHQG�WR�UHPRYH�PRLVWXUH�LQ�WKH�DLU��
/XFNLO\�RQ�P\�WULS��RQH�RI�RXU�JURXS�PHPEHUV�KDG�MXVW�

come back from the NAMM trade show with a pile of 
/«JªUH�V\QWKHWLF�UHHGV��DQG�,�ZDV�VDYHG��:KHQ�,�UHWXUQHG�WR�
9DQFRXYHU��,�RUGHUHG�����/«JªUH�UHHGV�WR�WU\�RXW�RQ�P\�HQWLUH�
mouthpiece collection, and I’ve stocked them in the studio 
HYHU�VLQFH��
/«JªUH�UHHGV�DUH�D�YLDEOH��SUHPLXP�RSWLRQ�WKDW�PDQ\�ǊQH�

DUWLVWV�ZRUOGZLGH�XVH�H[FOXVLYHO\��7KH\�REYLDWH�DQ\�WUDYHO�
SUREOHPV�ZKDWVRHYHU�DQG�JLYH�\RX�PRUH�WLPH�IRU�SUDFWLVLQJ��
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Our guest single reed doctors answer questions sent in by readers. 
Please send your questions – or responses to advice given – to editor@cassgb.org

4��:K\�GR�P\�UHHGV�IHHO�GLǉHUHQW�LQ�KRW�RU�
cold environments? Is there anything I can 
do to prevent this?

Chuck Currie: There is a lot of misinformation about reeds 
LQ�JHQHUDO��DQG�VSHFLǊFDOO\�DERXW�WUDYHOOLQJ�ZLWK�UHHGV�WR�
GLǉHUHQW�FOLPDWHV�DQG�HOHYDWLRQV��,I�\RX�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�EH�
thoroughly confused, check out a selection of single-reed 
bulletin boards online and prepare for as many contradictory 
opinions as there are postings! It’s understandable; reeds are 
FRPSOLFDWHG�

Arundo donax or ‘giant cane’ is a living product that we 
plant, grow, harvest, dry, work, package and send all over the 
world (ideally packaged individually in sealed plastic) to be 
SOD\HG�RQ�DOO�VRUWV�RI�PRXWKSLHFHV�E\�DOO�VRUWV�RI�SOD\HUV��,WşV�
QR�ZRQGHU�WKHUH�DUH�VR�PDQ\�WRXJK�TXHVWLRQV�
6RPH�RI�WKH�TXHVWLRQV�DQG�UHVSRQVHV�DUH�IXQ��)RU�H[DPSOH��

on a thread about travelling with reeds on aircrafts, someone 
was worried if they would pass security! That shouldn’t be 
a problem, but putting a reed in an unpressurized, freezing, 
very low-humidity baggage compartment 
FHUWDLQO\�LV�

Other questions recur frequently: what 
about playing on top of a mountain? 
Playing in the middle of a desert? 
Travelling to a tropical island? Travelling 
to a very hot or cold climate?

The only environments I haven’t found 
questioned on the bulletin boards are 
VWHDP�URRPV�DQG�VDXQDV��,�VXSSRVH�QR�
one is crazy enough to practise in these, but they are just 
extreme versions of all the above – because at the end of the 
GD\��LW�LV�DOO�DERXW�KXPLGLW\�

Relative humidity changes depending on the temperature 
DQG�DOWLWXGH�RI�D�SDUWLFXODU�UHJLRQ��$V�DOWLWXGH�LQFUHDVHV��
the air gets thin and the moisture-holding capacity of the 
air decreases (low atmospheric pressure), which results in 
UHGXFHG�KXPLGLW\��$V�WKH�WHPSHUDWXUH�JHWV�ORZHU��KXPLGLW\�
GHFUHDVHV�

Before we examine these environments and their impact, 
ZH�PXVW�FRPH�EDFN�WR�WKH�IXQGDPHQWDOV��,I�\RX�DUH�QRW�DQ�
experienced and dedicated adjuster and seasoner of reed 
or instead use high-quality synthetic reeds, you will have 
WURXEOH�SOD\LQJ�LQ�DQ\�FOLPDWH�RQ�HDUWK�
,�DOZD\V�UHPHPEHU�D�ǊQH�EDULWRQH�VD[RSKRQLVW�ZKR�

brought two or three boxes of 20 reeds to rehearsals, and 
ZHQW�WKURXJK�GR]HQV�RI�UHHGV�LQ�WKH�ZDUP�XS�DQG�ǊUVW����
PLQXWHV�RI�WKH�UHKHDUVDO�WR�ǊQG�RQH�JRRG�UHHG�IRU�WKRVH�
IHZ�KRXUV��$QRWKHU�KLJKO\�UHVSHFWHG�&DQDGLDQ�FODULQHWWLVW��
principal of a major orchestra, showed up for a masterclass at 
the University of British Columbia, staying for just two days, 
DQG�ZLWK����UHHGV��+H�FRPSODLQHG�KH�FRXOGQşW�ǊQG�DQ\�WKDW�

In addition to seasoning cane reeds, 
the other way to eradicate any travel, 
climate or air conditioning issues is to 
store them at exactly 58% humidity
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However, I personally still mainly use the thickest blank cane 
reeds, Vandoren V21s, as when you adjust cane reeds which 
are slightly too hard for you, it feels like you’re making your 
RZQ�UHHGV�IURP�VFUDWFK��5HPHPEHU��LW�RQO\�WDNHV�ǊYH�PLQXWHV�
per reed!

In addition to seasoning cane reeds, the other way to 
eradicate any travel, climate or air conditioning issues is 
WR�VWRUH�WKHP�DW�H[DFWO\�����KXPLGLW\��3HULRG��7KHUH�DUH�
numerous storage cases and devices on the market to serve 
this purpose, but the main contenders are the D’Addario 
0XOWL�5HHG�VWRUDJH�FDVH�DQG�WKH�9DQGRUHQ�+\JUR�5HHG�&DVH��

The D’Addario Multi-Reed Storage Case holds eight reeds 
RI�DQ\�VL]H�IURP�VRSUDQR�VD[�RU�(�ǋDW�FODULQHW�WR�EDVV�FODULQHW�
or baritone sax, and comes with a D’Addario Reed Vitalizer 
WZR�ZD\�KXPLGLW\�FRQWURO�SDFN��,W�LV�DQ�H[FHOOHQW�SURGXFW��
but the only issue is that D’Addario supply a 72% control 
pack, which, in my opinion and that of many others, is much 
too high a humidity for reeds, making them a little muddy in 
VRXQG�DQG�HQFRXUDJLQJ�WKH�JURZWK�RI�PRXOG��:H�ZDQW�����

Fortunately, these humidity control packs are actually 
made by Boveda, for cigar humidors and wooden musical 
instruments, which you can buy directly from Boveda or 
$PD]RQ�LQ�SDFNV�RI�����3XUFKDVH�WKH�HLJKW�JUDP�VL]H��7KH�
EHQHǊW�RI�WKLV�DPD]LQJ�SURGXFW�LV�WKDW�LW�ZLOO�EULQJ�WRR�
high a humidity down to 58% while bringing low-humidity 
HQYLURQPHQWV�XS�WR������$�VLQJOH�SDFN�VKRXOG�ODVW�DURXQG�
three months in your reed case before hardening slightly, at 
ZKLFK�SRLQW�\RX�QHHG�WR�SXW�LQ�D�IUHVK�SDFN�

The Vandoren Hygro reed case is another option and 
comes in two sizes: one for smaller reeds up to alto sax and 

clarinet, and a larger size for tenor sax, bass clarinet and 
EDULWRQH�VD[��,W�FRPHV�ZLWK�D�OLWWOH�VSRQJH�LQ�WKH�EDVH�WKDW�
\RX�FDQ�PRLVWHQ�WR�NHHS�WKH�UHHGV�DW�H[DFWO\�����KXPLGLW\��
This works like a charm if you are playing the reeds daily, 
but in very low-humidity environments (any room with a 
heater in cold weather or air conditioning in hot weather) or 
if you’re a doubler carrying multiple cases of reeds, you are 
LQ�WURXEOH��,Q�WKLV�FDVH��WKHUH�LV�RQH�PRUH�WKLQJ�\RX�FDQ�GR�WR�
DFKLHYH�ZKDW�,�IHHO�LV�WKH�XOWLPDWH�UHHG�HQYLURQPHQW�

Place a large Boveda 58% Humidipack in a portable plastic 
cigar humidor that will hold as many Hygro reed cases as you 
XVH��(YHQ�UHHGV�WKDW�\RX�KDYH�QRW�SOD\HG�IRU�\HDUV�ZLOO�SOD\�
SHUIHFWO\�ZLWK�D�EULHI�PRLVWHQLQJ��7KHUH�DUH�ORWV�RI�VL]HV�RI�
KXPLGRUV�UHDGLO\�DYDLODEOH�WKDW�ZLOO�ǊW�IURP�WKUHH�XS�WR����
+\JUR�UHHG�FDVHV�

Plus, to protect your wooden instruments from extreme 
KXPLGLW\�LQ�VWRUDJH��XVH�ODUJH�����%RYHGD�+XPLGLSDFNV�
– one for smaller instruments and two in the case for alto 
FODULQHWV�DQG�ODUJHU��7KHVH�DOVR�FRPH�LQ����SDFNV�DW�JUHDW�
prices and will last two years in their individual packets, and 
WKUHH�PRQWKV�RQFH�UHPRYHG�DQG�SODFHG�LQ�D�FDVH�
$QG�ǊQDOO\��OHWşV�QRW�IRUJHW�WHPSHUDWXUH�DV�ZHOO�DV�KXPLGLW\�

WR�SURWHFW�RXU�UHHGV�DQG�RXU�LQVWUXPHQWV��1HLWKHU�VKRXOG�EH�
placed in airline baggage compartments or the boot of your 
YHKLFOH�RQ�KRW�RU�FROG�GD\V��7KLV�DOVR�LQFOXGHV�VD[RSKRQHV��
DV�OHDWKHU�SDGV�DUH�DǉHFWHG�GUDVWLFDOO\�E\�KXPLGLW\�DQG�
WHPSHUDWXUH�
7UHDW�UHHGV�DQG�LQVWUXPHQWV�H[DFWO\�OLNH�\RXUVHOI��,I�\RX�

wouldn’t feel comfortable in a certain environment, neither 
ZLOO�WKH\��Q

You can read more of Chuck’s tips about reed adjustment and seasoning in the autumn 2018 issue and his review of adjustment 
tools and storage devices in the spring 2021 issue.

&KXFN�&XUULH�SHUIRUPV�ZLWK�WKH�3DFLǊF�6\PSKRQLF�:LQG�(QVHPEOH��WKH�9DQFRXYHU�3KLOKDUPRQLF��6D[�1RLU�4XDUWHW��3DFLǊF�
Blackwood Bass Clarinet Quartet and Amici Musica. He is a Backun Canada, Selmer, Yanagisawa, Vandoren, Chedeville, JodyJazz 
and Rousseau Mouthpiece Artist-Clinician, and proprietor of Sax Noir Studio in Vancouver, British Columbia. www.saxnoir.com

D’Addario Multi-Reed Storage Case Vandoren Hygro Reed Case Chuck’s ‘ultimate’ travel set-up


